Judge refuses to remove Manafort, 
partner from house arrest. — National, 4A 


LSU offensive coordinator once worked 
for Hogs’ coach. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E John McCain, the Re- 
publican U.S. senator from 
Arizona undergoing treat- 
ment for brain cancer, was 
treated at Walter Reed Med- 
ical Center in Maryland over 
the weekend for a minor tear 
in his right Achilles’ tendon 
that will require him to wear 
a walking boot until he re- 
covers. 


E Kenneth Morrison, a 
scrap-metal dealer in Whit- 
ing, Ind., was charged with 
interstate transportation of 
stolen property after dis- 
mantling a historic railroad 
bridge built in 1909 over the 
Grand Calumet River and 
selling the metal for $18,000, 
prosecutors said. 


E Sean Combs, 48, the 
rapper and producer who 
has been known as “Puffy,” 
“Diddy” and “Puff Daddy,” 
said it’s risky and may come 
off as “corny,” when he cele- 
brated his 48th birthday by 
announcing on social media 
he’s adopted a new nick- 
name: “Love, a.k.a. Brother 
Love.” 


E Juli Briskman was fired 
from her job with a govern- 
ment contractor in Herndon, 
Va., for violating its “code of 
conduct policy” after a pho- 
to of her raising the middle 
finger of her left hand as 
President Donald Trump’s 
motorcade sped past was 
posted on social media. 

E Jennifer Janzen, a high 
school band director in Ath- 
ens, Ala., posted on social 
media that thieves had made 
off with a truck and trailer 
containing $225,000 worth 
of equipment, her move 
leading to a tip that enabled 
sheriff’s deputies to recov- 
er the vehicles from a hotel 
parking lot in Birmingham 
the next day. 

E Keithrick Williams, 41, 
who, authorities said, drove 
a stolen Maserati to a movie 
theater in Morrow, Ga., and 
left it parked in the lot while 
he went inside, was arrest- 
ed by sheriff’s deputies as he 
got in the car to leave after 
watching a show. 


E Craig Scott of Man- 
deville, La., armed himself 
with a pistol and blocked 
the street to catch several 
high school students who 
were toilet-papering neigh- 
borhood homes in an ear- 
ly-morning prank, resulting 
in his arrest on firearms and 
other counts, police said. 


E Dauntarius William, 21, 
of Manhattan, Kan., apol- 
ogized for “the pain and 
news” he created, but won’t 
face any criminal charges 
after admitting he put racist 
graffiti on his own car and 
parked it near Kansas State 
University as a Halloween 
prank, police said. 


E Charles Smith, 66, of 
Pompton Lakes, N.J., who 
volunteers as a holiday San- 
ta Claus, faces drug charges 
after a South Hackensack 
police officer spotted a crack 
pipe next to his costume 
during a traffic stop. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly cloudy. A slight 
chance of rain. 


High Mid-60s. P 
Tonight 
Chance of 
showers. 
Low Upper 
40s. 
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AP/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE 


Copies of the proposed Republican tax package are carried by 
House Ways and Means Committee staff member Thomas Kutz 
before the start of the markup session on the bills Monday on 


Capitol Hill in Washington. 


In bill, tax rise looms 
for many, panel hears 
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WASHINGTON — Mil- 
lions of working-class Ameri- 
can taxpayers could see their 
taxes increase by 2023 under 
a Republican overhaul plan, 
a nonpartisan congressional 
official told lawmakers on 
Monday. 

Thomas Barthold, chief of 
staff of the Joint Committee 
on Taxation, said that up to 
38 million Americans with 
annual incomes between 


$20,000 and $40,000 would, 


on average, see a tax increase 
starting in 2023 under the 
House GOP plan. He spoke 
during a House Ways and 
Means Committee debate 
on the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, 
the legislative centerpiece of 
President Donald Trump’s 
economic agenda, which 
aims to deliver a $1.5 trillion 
tax cut to stimulate economic 
growth. 

Republicans focused on 
findings by the committee 
that the bill would lower 
taxes across all income levels 
over the next several years. 


“Clearly this is helping re- 
al people. It’s helping teach- 
ers, it’s helping students, it’s 
helping struggling families 
that are living paycheck to 
paycheck,” said Rep. Erik 
Paulsen, R-Minnesota. 

Republicans have pro- 
moted the bill’s benefits to 
the middle class, pointing to 
an immediate $1,100 tax cut a 
family of four making $59,000 
could expect in 2018. The cliff 
in 2023, they argue, is due to 
the planned expiration of a 

See TAXES, Page 3A 


Justices 
reject 
Maggio 
appeal 


‘End of the line, 
legal expert says 


DEBRA HALE-SHELTON 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
on Monday denied former 
Faulkner County Circuit 
Judge Michael Maggio’s 
petition to hear an appeal 
of his federal bribery con- 
viction, but his attorney 
said Maggio still has legal 
options. 

Maggio, 56, began serv- 
ing a 10-year prison sen- 
tence in July after unsuc- 
cessfully trying to withdraw 
a guilty plea he entered in 
U.S. District Court in Lit- 
tle Rock to bribery. Among 
other issues, he had argued 
that his original attorneys 
had “badgered” him into 
the January 2015 plea agree- 
ment. 

The effect, if any, on two 
other people Maggio has 
implicated in the bribery 
scheme — nursing-home 
owner and campaign finan- 
cier Michael Morton of Fort 
Smith and lobbyist and for- 
mer state Sen. Gilbert Bak- 
er, R-Conway — is unclear. 

A legal expert not in- 
volved in Maggio’s case 
suggested that the ousted 
judge’s likelihood of success 
at this stage is minimal. 

“I think [the Supreme 
Court’s] turning down his 
petition, that’s really the 
end of the line,” said John 
DiPippa, interim dean of 
the W.H. Bowen School of 
Law at the University of Ar- 
kansas at Little Rock. 

The high court did not 
comment on its decision. 

Maggio’s attorney, John 
Wesley Hall, said a case 
that Hall views as similar 
to Maggio’s in terms of a 

See MAGGIO, Page 2A 


Massacre ‘domestic’ angle noted 
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AP/Austin American- Statesman/JAY JANNER 
Zachary Kubena (from left), Doug John and his son Shelby John set up a memorial of 26 metal 


wes 


crosses near First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Monday. 


Air Force’s 
failure to flag 
killer probed 
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SUTHERLAND 
SPRINGS, Texas — The 
massacre of more than two 
dozen churchgoers — the 
youngest of whom was just 
18 months old — occurred 
amid an ongoing “domes- 
tic situation” involving the 
gunman and his relatives, 
some of whom had attend- 
ed the church, law enforce- 
ment officials said Monday. 

Also on Monday, the Air 
Force began an internal re- 
view into why it failed to 
provide key information 
to the FBI that should have 
prevented the attacker from 
purchasing firearms. While 
serving in the Air Force, the 
gunman — Devin Patrick 
Kelley, 26 — was convicted 
by a general court-martial 
on two charges of domestic 
assault. 

Under Pentagon rules, 
information about convic- 
tions of military personnel 
in crimes like assault should 
be submitted to the FBI’s 


See SHOOTING, Page 5A 


State takes control of Earle School District 


New superintendent assigned; education officials cite $2M in improper spending 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas Education Com- 
missioner Johnny Key on 
Monday exercised his legal 
authority to assume con- 
trol of the 560-student Earle 
School District because of 
myriad financial issues, in- 
cluding almost $2 million in 
improper expenditures dat- 
ing back to 2015. 

Key on Monday appoint- 
ed Richard Wilde as the Ear- 
le district’s superintendent, 
and as such, Wilde will report 
directly to Key. Wilde, who 
has been a leader in the state 
Department of Education’s 
School Improvement Unit, 


Buy U.S. missile gear, 
Trump advises Japan 


Arms purchases create jobs, he says 
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TOKYO — Wrapping up 
a visit before flying to South 
Korea, President Donald 
Trump called for Japan to 
buy U.S. anti-missile batter- 
ies to counter the growing 
ballistic missile threat from 
North Korea, saying buying 
more U.S. military equip- 
ment would create more jobs 
for Americans and increase 
security for the Japanese. 

By turns generous and 
challenging, Trump saluted 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
as among his best friends in 


the club of world leaders. 
But he railed against what 
he said were chronic trade 
imbalances with Japan. And 
he implicitly acknowledged 
his disappointment that Abe 
did not shoot down missiles 
that North Korea recently 
fired over Japan. 

“He will shoot them 
out of the sky when he 
completes the purchase of 
lots of additional military 
equipment from the United 
States,” Trump said, standing 
alongside Abe at the Akasaka 
Palace in Tokyo. “The prime 
minister of Japan is going 

See TRUMP, Page 7A 


replaces seven-year Earle Su- 
perintendent Rickey Nicks, 
who resigned. 

Additionally, Key suspend- 
ed the authority of the Earle 
School District’s five-mem- 
ber elected School Board but 
has offered the board the op- 
portunity to remain in place 
“in an advisory capacity to 
the new superintendent,” a 
state Education Department 
staff member said Monday. 

The takeover of the Ear- 
le district — about 22 miles 
northwest of West Mem- 
phis in Crittenden County 
— brings to three the total 
number of school districts 
now operating under state 


supervision. 

Both the Little Rock and 
Dollarway school districts 
have been state-managed 
since 2015, Little Rock for 
the academic distress status 
of six of its 48 schools at the 
time and Dollarway for fiscal 
distress. A handful of other 
districts have been taken over 
in the past and eventually re- 
turned to local school board 
control — Pulaski County 
Special and Helena-West Hel- 
ena school districts, among 
them. 

“I want every student and 
parent to know that buses will 
continue to run and school 
will be in session as we work 


to restore fiscal integrity in 
the district,” Key said in a 
statement about Monday’s 
action that is authorized by 
Arkansas Code Annotated 
6-20-1901 et seq. 

Key emphasized that the 
state agency’s top priority is 
ensuring that students in the 
Earle district receive a quality 
education. 

“While we never want to 
exercise the right to assume 
authority of a school district, 
this action is necessary in 
light of the serious lack of 
financial stability and aca- 
demic oversight and ongoing 

See EARLE, Page 2A 


AP/ANDREW HARNIK 


U.S. President Donald Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe share a drink after toasting 
each other during a state banquet at the Akasaka Palace on Monday in Tokyo. 


